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prises, who took service with him, or got lands by joining his company. Thus was established in central India the stock group of a clan, that organised and maintained itself as a circle of relationship which has gone on widening or contracting under various fortunes, until we find it at its present dimensions. Now, although this phenomenon of a whole community associated upon the reputed basis of a common descent is of itself not peculiar, being indeed almost universal among ancient societies, yet the instances of a tribe or dun preserving in full working order a pure gonealogie structure are rare in all history, and especially rare is a specimen which has survived in the midst of later formations. It is even more uncommon to find a elan, among which common ancestry actually operates as an impassible bar to intermarriage, realising this kinship of all its members with a strength that withstands political separation. For there is evidence that in other countries and ages separation from the authority of the patriarchal chief dissolved the bond of kinship, as union under one chief had originally produced it. Yet a clan of pure .Rajputs is often scattered abroad tinder half-a-dozen different rulers, of its own tribe or of alien race, but nevertheless continues to hold marriage between any two persons of the elan to bo incest. Moreover, each pure-blooded Rajput clan now acts strictly upon its assumption of kinship, and employs none of the devices which must necessarily have been allowed in the earlier stages of its growth for recruiting its body from outside. It is impossible to suppose that all the members of a large clan are really descended from one stock: but whatever fictions were formerly permitted in order to keep up the strength,